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Each year, Pollinator Week focuses
on promoting the health of pollinators,
critical to food and ecosystems,
through conservation, education, and
research.

It is time we protect natural polli-
nator species, such as honeybees, na-
tive bees, birds, bats, and butterflies,
as essential partners of farmers and
ranchers in producing food.

These pollinators are vital to keeping
items like fruits, nuts, and vegetables
in our diets. And healthy pollinator
populations are crucial to the contin-
ued economic well-being of rural Amer-
ica and the U.S. economy.

Pollinators provide pollination serv-
ices to over 180,000 different plant spe-
cies and more than 1,200 crops. This
equates to one out of every three bites
of food eaten being there because of
pollinators.

In addition, pollinators added $217
billion to the global economy, and hon-
eybees alone are responsible for be-
tween $1.2 and $5.4 billion in agricul-
tural productivity in the TUnited
States.

Madam Speaker, as someone who has
a beehive in his backyard, I fully sup-
port efforts to raise awareness and
keep our pollinators buzzing for gen-
erations to come.

——————

CONGRESS MUST PROTECT THE
UNBORN

(Mr. BERGMAN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. BERGMAN. Madam Speaker, 1
rise today to voice my deep disappoint-
ment with President Biden’s fiscal year
2022 budget request—more specifically,
the President’s removal of long-
standing pro-life protections such as
the Hyde amendment.

The Hyde amendment prohibits Fed-
eral funds from being used to pay for
abortions. Historically, this policy has
shared strong bipartisan consensus in
the House.

I made a promise to my constituents
to protect the unborn and to give a
voice to those who have no voice. Since
coming here to Congress, I have con-
sistently supported pro-life policies.
This is a value in the First District of
Michigan that is shared across party
lines.

Yet, this President’s budget request
forces American taxpayers to fund
abortions, a denial of the basic human
right to life.

I strongly urge my colleagues in the
House to not follow in those footsteps
and to oppose this proposal.

As we work through the Federal ap-
propriations process, it is imperative
Congress maintains these basic protec-
tions and opposes any other policies
that would promote abortions here in
the United States and throughout the
world.

Let us, the United States of America,
be an example to the rest of the world
that, no matter how much we may dis-
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agree, we can come together for the
protection of human life both before
and after birth.

———

COMMEMORATING THE LIFE OF
CAROL CLEWS

(Mr. HARRIS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. HARRIS. Madam Speaker, I rise
today to commemorate Carol Clews, a
pro-life leader in Maryland who passed
away from cancer this spring. Arch-
bishop Lori, without exaggeration,
called her a ‘‘towering figure’’ in the
pro-life movement.

Carol’s vocation was to help women
in their crisis pregnancies by directing
the faith-based Greater Baltimore Cen-
ter for Pregnancy Concerns, where
pregnant women could go for support
until and after their children were
born. Her pregnancy center, staffed
mostly by volunteers, helped thousands
of women and their children in a time
of need.

When the City of Baltimore decreed
that her pregnancy center had to dis-
play a poster that promoted abortion,
she refused to do so and took the case
to Federal district court, where she
prevailed. On appeal, the Fourth Cir-
cuit upheld the important religious
protections and free speech rights of
pregnancy centers from attacks by pro-
abortion governments that want to
deny the choice of life for women dur-
ing one of the most vulnerable times of
their lives.

The pro-life and pregnancy center
movements in Maryland will greatly
miss Carol Clews and her faith and
courage. The thousands of women and
their children who were helped by her
pregnancy centers are her legacy.

———

SEEKING URGENT RESPONSE TO
CALIFORNIA’S DROUGHT

(Mr. VALADAO asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. VALADAO. Madam Speaker, I
rise today to request an urgent re-
sponse to California’s drought.

Since returning to Congress, I have
introduced two pieces of critical water
legislation. I have stood here before my
colleagues asking the House majority
to address the drought. I have re-
quested hearings be held and sent let-
ters. Yet, the majority has done noth-
ing to help those suffering from this
crisis.

Communities in my district, like
Avenal, Coalinga, and Huron, totally
rely on 100 percent of their water from
the delta. That is about 37,000 of my
constituents relying solely on the delta
for water.

My bill, the NEED Water Act, would
allow communities like these and com-
munities growing our food the ability
to purchase and transfer water more
easily.
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As if water wasn’t scarce enough,
now communities in my district, like
Teviston, are completely out of water.
They are forced to rely on bottled
water delivery programs to receive
water because their wells have failed.
It is only a matter of time before there
are more towns in my district in the
same situation as Teviston.

I implore my colleagues across the
aisle to work with me to combat this
crisis. This is an emergency, and it is
unacceptable to stand back and watch
these communities suffer and com-
pletely run out of water while the real
solutions available can bring imme-
diate relief.

——————

CONGRESS MUST INVESTIGATE
COVID-19

(Mr. BILIRAKIS asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. BILIRAKIS. Madam Speaker, we
know that more than 600,000 Americans
and 3.8 million people worldwide have
died as a result of COVID-19. A recent
study found that cases could have been
significantly reduced around the globe
if interventions in China could have
been conducted just weeks earlier.

It is a widely accepted fact that Chi-
na’s obstruction and coverup cost lives.
It is simple: China lied and Americans
died.

Also, despite mounting credible evi-
dence that COVID-19 may have actu-
ally originated from a Chinese lab,
Congress has not held a single hearing
on the origins of COVID-19.

I am proud to be one of 200 Repub-
lican Members calling for these nec-
essary investigations. Americans have
a right to know the truth, and we must
hold China accountable for their
COVID coverup.

——————

RECOGNIZING TRAVIS BURROW

(Mr. ROSENDALE asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. ROSENDALE. Madam Speaker, 1
rise to recognize Detective Travis Bur-
row for his remarkable contributions
to his community as general case de-
tective for the Great Falls Police De-
partment.

This past week, Detective Burrow
was named Officer of the Year by the
Montana Police Protective Association
for his service as lead investigator for
major criminal activity in Great Falls.
His investigations included high-profile
cases such as homicides, kidnappings,
robberies, arson, missing persons, and
suspicious death investigations.

Detective Burrow’s competence and
experience has made him a valuable re-
source to the department, where he
consults on his coworkers’ cases and
serves as a leader and mentor to his
colleagues.

Detective Burrow continues to serve
the Great Falls Police Department
with honor and distinction.
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